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PREFACE. 


Wuar may not the circulation of the 
Life of Oberlin effect? Within six years 
from his death, appear the memoirs of 
another man, who derives all his distinc- 
tion from the fact, that the example of 
Oberlin instigated him to copy his devo- 
tedness. And in the same hope that 
these examples will act with twofold force 
on other minds, we present an outline of 
the biography of Felix Neff, drawn from 
the volume published in London, by Rev. 
Mr. Gilly. 
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FELIX NEFF. 
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Ferix Nerr was born near Geneva, in 
Switzerland, in 1798. In his youth he 
was fond of reading and of science. At 
the age of sixteen, when in the service of — 
a gardener, he published a small treatise on 
the culture of trees ; and in 1815 he entered 
the army. Even in this service he retained 
the religious impressions made by the faith- 
ful instructions of his pious widowed mo- 
ther ; so much so, that though his talents 
insured his promotion, yet he was advised 
to quit the military life, that he might ‘fol- 
low some pursuit more congenial to his 
feelings. His prayer at this time was, 
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Oh, my God, whatever be thy nature, 
make me to know thy truth ; and deign to 
manifest thyself in my heart.” 

Haying left the army, he devoted him- 
self to the study of the Bible ; and having 
few or no helps, he confined himself prin- 
cipally to the French text, making a con- 
cordance for himself, and filling the mar- 
gins of his Bible with his notes. Resolved 
to prepare himself for the ministry, he 
became, (according to the practice of the 
Protestant churches in France and Switzer- 
land,) a lay-assistant, whose duty is, under 
the care of a minister, to instruct the young, 
visit the sick, and even sometimes to 
preach. In this service he became actively 
engaged in 1819, being just twenty-one 
years of age. In 1821, still in that capa- 
city, he went into France, among the least 
enlightened Protestant provinces. Here 
he found many things to discourage him. 
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The state of piety was very low, even 
among the clergy, and yet, young as he 
was, and not in the ministerial office, he felt 
under great constraint in his desires to do 
good. He, however, tried to collect as many 
young persons as he could to receive reli- 
gious instruction, and had a class of ninety, 
whom he assembled four times a week at 
his own lodgings, (the youth of each sex 
twice, ) where they recited passages from the 
New Testament, which he explained in the 
most familiar manner, in their own barba- 
rous language, which he had to learn. He 
also visited the sick, and took occasion to 
deliver an exhortation when the people 
assembled to attend a funeral. He some- 
times preached, and especially used the 
plan of paraphrasing the Scriptures, and 
thus drew together from the villages a large 
number of peasants, who were eager to 
hear the truths of the Bible explained ina 
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manner and in a language which they could 


easily understand. The place in which he 
laboured was the department of Isere, in 
which were about 8000 Protestants scat- 
tered over a surface of about eighty miles 
square, with only two pastors. To all 
parts of this large extent of country Neff 
went, as if it were one parish; and his toil 
was incessant to meet the wants of this 
people, scattered among the recesses of the 
Alps. The following letter describes his 
employments : 
“ Mens, May 15, 1822. 

‘Far from having time to write letters, I 
sometimes can scarcely find time to take my 
meals. May I say, with our Lord, ‘My meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work.’ From before Easter I 
have been visiting all the hamlets and vil- 
lages of the parish. I have held meetings 
nearly in every one, at which there was a 
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good attendance after the labours of the day. 
When I am at Mens, ofan evening, I always 
give a catechetical lecture, or an exposition. 
Besides this, I have called on all my catechu- 
mens* in their own communes (parishes). 
The sermons of an evening, and particu- 
larly the paraphrastic explanations, are con- 
stantly well attended. Out of seventy- 
seven catechumens whom I have at present, 
more than thirty are seriously inclined. Fif- 
teen of those seem to be more or less aware 
of their true condition, and four or five 
have found peace in Jesus Christ. Since 
I have been here, and especially of late, 
God has given me a facility of expressing 
myself, an energy, and a degree of bold- 
ness, at which I am myself astonished, 
and which they certainly would not endure 
in Switzerland. With respect to my 





* So he called the young persons whom he 
taught. 
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health, it is much stronger since I have 
been constantly on the move and making 
long excursions, although many of these 
are very fatiguing, for it often happens that 
I go several leagues, and perform as many 
as four or five services in one day, especially 
on Sundays. I have not unfrequently been 
thus engaged, instructing or conversing, 
from five o’clock in the morning till eleven 
at night, and all this without any cough or 
ailment of the stomach.”’ 


II. 


Nerr instructed the young people in 
sacred singing, and took the opportunity 
of introducing applications of the senti- 
ments of the hymns on the scriptural pas- 
sages on which they were founded. In this 
he was assisted at Mens by Mr. Blanc, one 
of the pastors. We have a specimen of . 
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the pleasing manner in which these were 


conducted, furnished by the journal of 


Neff :— 

“< Last Sunday evening, perceiving some 
symptoms of inattention and drowsiness in 
the party, while he’ was expounding very 
seriously, he suddenly exclaimed, ‘I see 
you are tired of this; but before we con- 
clude, I will teach you something new.’ 
Everybody was immediately all attention. 
‘I will relate a fable to you,’ he continued, 
—‘a fable of La Fontaine. There were 
an ant and a grasshopper living near each 
other. The ant worked hard all the sum- 


mer to provide against the wants of the . 


winter ; but the grasshopper did nothing 
but enjoy herself during the whole of the 
fine weather. When winter came, the 
idler found herself in very great distress, 
and applied to her neighbour, the ant, for 


some food. ‘‘ What were you doing all the | 
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summer?” asked the ant. ‘‘I sung and 
danced,”’ answered the grasshopper. ‘‘Well, 
then, sing and dance now,” said the ant.’ 
When they heard this, a smile ran through 
the room. ‘Yes,’ said Mr. Blane, ‘ you 
may laugh now, but this fable is like the 
parable of the ten virgins: and since the 
parables of Christ sent you to sleep, I 
thought it necessary to disguise them under 
a more attractive form. The ant represents 
the wise virgins, and the grasshopper re- 
presents the foolish virgins. Like the 
grasshopper, the foolish virgins beg oil of 
the wise virgins; but they refuse to give it, 
for fear of wanting it themselves. Then 
comes the bridegroom and shuts the door, 
and when the foolish virgins wish to enter, 
he says unto them, ‘‘ Verily, I say unto you, 
I know you not. Watch, therefore, for ye 
know not, neither the day, nor the hour, 
when the Son of man cometh.” ’ The tone 
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with which Mr. Blanc delivered this, pro-— 
duced an irresistible effect.” 

He was at this time assisting Mr. Blanc, at 
Mens, in the absence of his co-pastor. On 
his return, Neff departed from that place. 
Mr. Blanc gives this testimony to his merits: 

‘‘ Everywhere, in Mens and its environs, 
the name of our. friend was never pro- 
nounced but with respect ; and there were 
few who did not regard him as a saint, 
almost exempt from sin. This was a sub- 
ject of deep affliction to him, because he 
saw that they attached themselves too much 
to him personally, and too little to the Sa- 
viour, whose servant he was. He said to 
me one day, with deep feeling, ‘ They love 
me too much; they receive me with too 
much pleasure; they eulogize me too 
much; indeed they do not know me.’ 
During the space of nearly two years, 
which he spent among us, he did a prodi- 
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gious quantity of good. Zeal for religion 
revived ; a great number of persons began 
to think seriously of the condition of their 
souls. The word of God was more sought 
after, and more carefully read; the cate- 
chumens were better instructed in their 
Christian duties, and gave proofs of it in 
their conduct; family worship was esta- 
blished in many houses; the love of luxury 
and personal vanity decreased ; alms-giving 
was more generally practised; the poor 
were not so numerous. Schools were 
opened in different places, and both in 
Mens and in our neighbouring villages, 
everybody remarks a sensible improvement 
in the manners and industrious habits of 
the Protestants. In short, the numberless 
labours of Neff, his indefatigable activity, 
and his instructions, will long be remem- 
bered at Mens, and his sojournment among 
us will be recorded as a signal blessing.” 
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III. 


Havine performed the duties of a cate- 
chist for four years, he left Mens to be or- 
dained as a minister; and as the national 
church of his native place was essentially 
perverted in some of the leading doctrines 
of the gospel, he went to London, though 
unable to speak English, to seek ordination 
from one of ‘the evangelical dissenting 
churches there. This took place in 1823, 
and he at once returned to the Alps, where 
the villagers received him with the strong- 
est affection, coming out in crowds to meet 
him and accompanying him to their homes. 
But he left this scene, lest he should be 
thought to encroach on the duties of the 
settled pastors, and was appointed to visit 
the department of the High Alps near the 


frontiers of France and Italy. 
‘ 9* 
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These mountains had been the asylum of 
the persecuted from the second century: 
and the Protestants who took refuge there 
about the beginning of the Reformation were 
now, after various changes of fortune, en- 
joying the toleration of the French govern- 
ment. Neff’s parish was that of Arvieux, 
nearest to Italy, and consisting of seventeen 
or eighteen villages, extending from one 
extremity to the other for sixty miles, but 
made nearly twenty more in travelling 
through the windings of the mountains. It 
had never enjoyed the regular services of a 
minister. Among its transient visiters was 
Oberlin’s son Henry, who spent a few 
months there. Neff arrived at his dwelling 
on the 16th January, 1824, and at once 

‘commenced his labours of visiting his peo- 
ple, though scattered over so large a space, 
and encountering the snows and storms of 


an Alpine winter. He went from house to 
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house, visiting the sick, and conversing’ 
with all on religious subjects. At some 
of the villages he organized companies for 
the regular reading of the Bible and mu- 
tual improvement. Sometimes he preached 
and catechised in a barn or stable, though 
in several places Protestant churches were 
erected. In three weeks he completed the 
first tour of his parish, and returned to his 
dwelling. One of his favourite measures 
was the establishment of social meetings for 
prayer, reading the Scriptures, pious con- 
versation, and the practice of sacred music. 
In March, he again encountered the dan- 
- gers of the mountain snow and precipices, 
and visited a distant village, where his ser- 
mons, catechising, lectures and expositions 
were well received ‘by a comparatively in- 
telligent population, but which he com- 
plained had no visible effect on their hearts. 
‘My words,”’ he said, ‘‘are not those of 
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the Spirit, which can change stones into 
children of Abraham.” Passing on to 
another point, he found a new place of 
worship externally completed, but the peo- 
? ple were ignorant of the proper internal ar- 
rangement, and Neff, in the intervals of pas- _ 
toral duty, joined the labours of the black- 
smiths and carpenters in finishing the build- 
ing, which was opened with proper solem- 
nities in the month of August following. 

In the beginning of the month of Sep- 
tember he found the hamlets of Dormil- 
leuse and Minsas almost buried in snow, 
and the peasants suffering greatly from the 
severity of the season. ‘‘ You have come 
among us,” said one of them, “like a 
woman that attempts to kindle a fire with 
ereen wood. She exhausts her breath in 
blowing it, to keep alive the little flame, 
but the moment she quits it, it is instantly 
extinguished.” To these people he de- 
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voted much time. Among other expedients 
to promote their spiritual welfare, he found 
the following very successful. The extract 
is from his own journal :— 

‘¢ Desiring to have the inhabitants supplied 
with some good sermons for their use, On 
those Sundays when I could not perform the 
public service in their valley, I sent to Paris 
for some copies of Nardin’s Sermons, but 
when they arrived I was afraid that the 
price, fifteen francs* the four volumes, would 
stand in the way of their sale. At first they 
were received coldly, but when I had read a 
few of the sermons, everybody was anxious 
to know more of them. I proposed that 
four families should join in the purchase of 
one set, and offered to wait their own time 
for payment. This was caught at with 
avidity, and the books were soon disposed 
of, and a fresh packet ordered. At Minsas, 


* About three dollars. 
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the Bessons, having bought two volumes, 
were anxious to purchase the other two, 
but though they are the wealthiest in the 
hamlet, they had no spare money. left. 
‘Have we not laid by some franes to buy a 
pig?’ said one of the sons. ‘ Let us give 
up the pig, and get the books.’ All the 
rest acquiesced, and they completed their 
set. At Dormilleuse I witnessed similar 
instances of self-denial. One young man 
said, ‘I will devote all my earnings in the 
slate quarries to the purchase of Nardin.’ 
Another said, ‘In the spring I will go into 
Provence, in search of work. I will raise 
twenty-four francs, and will apply part of 
the money to the acquisition of the books.’ 
_ Others determined to go without salt, and 
to devote the purchase-money to the ser- 
mons. The services, both public and pri- 
vate, are attended better and better. Their 


neighbours observe a manifest change in 


FELIX NEFF. 23 


their manners. At Minsas, in particular, 
the least civilized and most wretched ham- 
let in the valley, the improvement is so 
striking, that it may literally be said of 
them, ‘ The last shall be first.’ ”’ 

Poor as his people were, Neff formed a 
Bible society among them, and by their con- 
tributions, made sometimes by instalments 
in one, two, and three years, a large num- 
ber of families became furnished with copies 
of the Bible. We are only surprised that this 
was not the volume chosen before Nardin’s 
Sermons ; for it appears that at the time of 
the institution of the society there were not 
twelve Bibles in all the parish. Neff was 
universally popular both among the Ro- 
man Catholics and Protestants, and no op- 
position was offered to the free circulation 
of the Bible. Many were led by the affec- 
tionate manners and Christian deportment 
of the pastor to examine the truth, and 
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‘abandon the errors in which they had been 
trained ; and before his death the religious 
character of whole hamlets had changed in 
this respect. 


TV... 
MARIETTE GUYON. 

Onz day Neff met, at Palons, a little 
shepherdess, twelve or thirteen years of 
age, whose air and language struck him with 
surprise. In answer to his inquiries about 
her, he was told that her name was Ma- 
riette Guyon, and that-she lived in the ad- 
jacent hamlet of Punayer, with her grand- 
father and grandmother, who were Roman 
Catholics; that she had expressed great 
anxiety to be instructed in the true princi- 
ples of the gospel, and that they could not 
attribute this desire merely to human in- 
fluence, and to the persuasions of Protest- 
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ant acquaintances, for she was not permit- 
ted to/associate with Protestants. He asked 
the child if she could read. She burst into 
tears, and said, ‘‘Oh! if they would only let 
me come here to the Sunday-school, I should 
soon learn, but they tell me that I already 
know too much.” The pastor’s interest 
was further excited by learning that what 
little she knew of the difference between 
the religion of the two churches was picked 
up by accident, and by stealthy conversa- 
tions with the converts of the neighbour- 
hood. 

-- After his short interview with the poor 
girl, he remained some time without hear- 
ing any thing more of her. In the interval 
she was deprived of all regular means of 
improvement, but her zeal made her find 
out a very ingenious expedient. She often 
kept her flock near a very rocky path which 


descended to the valley of Fresseniere, and 
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‘when she saw a peasant pass, she would ac- 
cost him in her provincial brogue, and ask, 
‘‘ Where do you come from?” If he named 
a Catholic village, she said no more, and let 
him pass on. If he came from a Protestant 
hamlet, she approached him and put ques- 
tions to him; and if he displayed any zeal, 
and knowledge of the gospel, she would keep 
him as long as he would good-naturedly 
remain, and treasure up all she heard from 
his lips. At other times she would make 
friends with Protestant children, who were 
watching their sheep or goats near her, and 
would beg them to bring their Testaments 
and read and translate to her. This went 
on until she saw that she was watched by 
some of the Roman Catholics, and was 
obliged to be more cautious. During the 
long and rigorous winter which followed’ 
after Neff first saw her, the mountains were 
buried in snow, and the people could not 
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go out of their villages; therefore Mariette 
had no intercourse with those whose con- 
versation she had so much desired to 
cultivate. Notwithstanding, her faith was 
strengthened and her mind enlightened, and 
on the return of spring she positively refused 
to go to mass. In vain they attempted 
to force her by ill-usage. Her father was 
then appealed to, and first tried rigorous 
means, and then persuasion, to engage her 
to declare whence she obtained what he 
called ‘‘these new ideas.” She still per- 
sisted in declaring that God alone had first 
put these things in her heart, and expressed 
herself with so much meekness and solem- 
nity, in explanation of the motives by 
which she was actuated, that her father felt 
constrained to say to those who urged him 
to exert his authority, ‘‘ Who am I, to op- 
pose myself to God?” He left her, however, 
under the care of her grandfather and grand- 
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‘mother, who continued to ill-treat her, 
although without success. 

The pastor shall now give the continu- 
ation of the story himself. ‘Some time 
after I had learned all these particulars, 
I was going to Palons, accompanied by a 
young man, and Madeleine Pellegrine,:a 
most humble and zealous disciple of Jesus 
Christ. While stopping near the bridge 
and cascade of Rimasse, which precipi- 
tates itself into a deep abyss, we saw a 
flock of lambs, which appeared to be hastily 
driven towards us by a young shepherdess. 
It was Mariette, who had recognised us 
from a distance, and who ran up to us, 
breathless with joy. She expressed, in lan- 
guage which it is impossible to describe, 
how happy she was at meeting me. I re- 
quested Madeleine to watch the flock while 
I conversed with Mariette. She thanked 
me with affectionate earnestness for the 
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visit I had made to her father on her be- 
half. She spoke of what she had suffered 
for the gospel, in a manner so Christian 
and so touching, that I could hardly believe 
my ears, knowing that the poor child did 
not know even the letters of the alphabet. 
‘It is this,’ said she, ‘that gives me pain ; 
the evil spirit tempts me, by insinuating 
that I resist in vain, and that I am-too 
young and feeble to persevere: but when I 
suffer most, then the good God supports 
me, and I fear nothing. They want me to 
make the sign of the cross; they wish to 
drag me to mass, and because I refuse 
they beat ‘me; and when they have beaten 
me for the name of Jesus Christ and see 
that I do not ery, but rejoice in his name, 
then they become furious, and beat me still 
more ; but were they to kill me, I would 
not cry, since the good God strengthens 


me.’ She uttered many things equally 
3* 
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‘affecting. When she left me, she went to 
join another young shepherdess, a Protest- 
ant, with whom she oftentimes kept her 
flock, and who attended the Sunday- 
schoo] for both of them, for she repeated 
to Mariette verses from the Psalms, and 
passages from the New Testament, which 
she had learned there. A short time after- 
wards, I held a social meeting near Puna- 
yer, which Mariette attended. It was the 
first tume she had ever been present at Pro- 
testant worship. She blessed God, who 
had inspired her with the courage to do so, 
and appeared most attentive to the sermon 
and the prayers, which were in French, 
though probably she was unable to com- 
prehend more than a small part of the ser- 
vice, not understanding any language but 
the mountain patois. Not daring to return 
to Punayer after this, she went to her 
father, and confessed to him all that had 
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occurred. He received her kindly, and took 
her back to her grandfather and grandmo- 
ther, and strenuously forbade them to ill- 
treat her for her religious opinions. This 
waS something gained, but not sufficient 
for her; she earnestly entreated him to 
allow her to attend upon public worship ; 
her constant prayer during the week was 
that God would dispose her father to grant 
her permission. Her prayers were heard, 
and the Sunday following, we had the joy 
of seeing her come to our temple at Vio- 
lins, a long way from her home. She was 
received with every demonstration of joy, 
and a poor man of Minsas, who had mar- 
ried an aunt of her’s, promised to take her 
to his own house, if they would trust her 
with him, during the winter, and that he 
would there teach her to read, and instruct 
her more perfectly in the truths of the 
gospel.” 
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Mariette’s perseverance triumphed over 
the prejudices of her family. She was 
permitted to receive instruction, and to at- 
tend the public services of the Protestant 
church, and her singular history having 
reached the ears of some friends at Mens, © 
they begged her father to be allowed to 
take charge of her, and her education was 
conducted under auspices which give us | 
every reason to believe, that she became a — 
bright omament of the community, whose - 
faith she thus embraced from the strongest 
conviction of its purity. 


» 


V. 

One of the unfailing methods of gaining 
the affection and confidence of those we 
wish to instruct or influence, is to show an 
interest in their personal concerns. Leta 


minister, or teacher, manifest a friendly — 


\ 
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regard for the domestic comforts and social 
enjoyments of those he visits, and the way 
is opened to their hearts. It was thus that 
Oberlin gained and maintained his paternal 


- control over the people whom he raised 


“from barbarism to comparative refinement, 
and this means Neff found to be the most 
effectual among his rude parishioners. 

It was not on Sunday only that he went 
the round of his churches, but he was ever 
visiting, ‘now one quarter, and then another ; 
and happy did they esteem themselves at 
whose table he sat down, and under whose 
roof he lodged for the night. When his 
arrival was’ expected in certain hamlets, 
whose turn to be visited was supposed to 
be coming round, it was beautiful to see 
the cottages send forth their inhabitants, to 
watch the coming of the beloved minister. 
‘¢ Come take your dinner with us.” ‘ Let 


me prepare your supper.”’ ‘‘ Permit me to 
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- give up my bed to you,’’—were re-echoed 
from many a voice, and though there was 
nothing’ in the repast which denoted a feast- 
day, yet never was festival observed with 
greater rejoicing than by those whose rye- 
bread and pottage were shared by the pas- 
tor Neff. Sometimes, when the old people 
of one cabin were standing at their doors, 
and straining their eyes to catch the first 
view of their ‘guide to heaven,” the 
youngsters of another were perched on the 
summit of a rock, and stealing a prospect 
which would afford them an earlier sight 
of him, and give them the opportunity of 
offering the first invitation. It was on 
these occasions that he obtained a perfect 
knowledge of the people, questioning them 
about such of their domestic concerns as 
he might be supposed to take an interest 
in, as well as about their spiritual condition, 


and finding where he could be useful both 
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as a secular adviser and a religious coun- 
sellor. Mould all their children read? 
Did they understand what they read? 
Did they offer up morning and evening 
prayers? Had they any wants that he 
could relieve? Any doubts that he could 
remove? Any afflictions wherein he could 
be a comforter? 

On one occasion, as the pastor was 
slowly wending his way from Minsas 
towards the abrupt steep which conducts to 
Dormilleuse, and pondering in his mind on 
the spiritual improvement which he hoped 
to find in his catechumens since his last 
instructions, he suddenly beheld a sight 
which called all his strong feelings into” 
action. His return to Dormilleuse was 
welcomed, like that of Stouber to the Ban 
de la Roche, when all the inhabitants, old 
and young, ascended to the top of a moun- 
tain to watch his approach. A large com- 
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- pany of the villagers did more than wait 
Neff’s coming; they were descending the 
rock to meet him, and to greet his arrival. 
In vain he beckoned them to stop, and not 
give themselves the trouble of remounting 
the whole of that formidable acclivity. 
The faithful creatures ventured to disobey 
their beloved guide this once, and hurried 
down the slippery and treacherous path, 
literally to throw themselves into his arms. 
When he gently blamed them for putting 
themselves to this unnecessary fatigue, one 
of them gave utterance to a sentiment to 
which they all responded. ‘It is not 
often that we have the enjoyment of walk- 

ing with you, and we value it too much 
to lose it.” It was a beautiful oppor- 
tunity of obeying the divine precept, and 
the pastor did not lose it. ‘‘And those 
words that I command thee shall be in thy 
heart, and’ thou shalt talk of them. when 
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thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way.” ‘ 

Neff soon had reason 10 believe that a 
peculiar blessing was about to attend his 
spiritual instructions. After a week de- 
voted to religious services in several of 
the hamlets, he writes : 

‘¢ So passed this happy week, this holy 
week, for such it really was in this valley. 
The inhabitants spent it in penitence and 
prayer, or in pious reading or conversation. 
All the young people seemed to be animated 
by the same spirit; a flame of holy fire ap- 
peared to spread from one to another, like 
an electric spark. During the whole of the 
eight days, I had not thirty hours’ rest. Be- 
fore and after and in the interval of the pub- 
lie services, the young people might be seen 
sitting in groups among the huge blocks of 
granite, with which the place is covered, edi- 
fying each other by serious reading or con- 
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‘versation. I was absolutely astonished by 
this sudden awakening. I could scarcely 
collect my scattered thoughts. The rocks, 
the cascades, even the surrounding ice, 
seemed to present a new and less dreary 
aspect. This savage country became agree- 
able and dear to me: it was at once the 
home of my brethren ; the beloved Jerusa- 
lem of my affection. But I must not forget 
that there-are always more flowers in spring 
than fruit in autumn, and that at the first 
i many appear to be converted 
who are only drawn along by the general 
movement. It is like the burning flint in 
the midst of the brazier, which looks like 
the flaming charcoal. But, however it may 
turn out, it is the work of the Eternal. He 
only can recognise those who are his, and 
knows how to make it manifest that they 
are his. To him be the praise and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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VI. 


THE Pine of the people in civiliza- 
tion, during his continuance among them, 
was very great. Their dwellings were im- 
proved, their lands better cultivated, and 
their leisure usefully employed. The na- 
tives of Val Fressiniere, particularly, owed 
to him their elevation from a condition of 
great wretchedness. When he first came 
among them, such was their timidity and 
dread of some new persecutor, that they ran 
from his sight into their huts. Neff intro- 
duced among them the comforts of chim- 
neys and windows ; taught them the art of 
cleanliness, and pointed out the means of 
improving their naturally barren soil. The 
females were in a state of degradation, 
never being allowed to sit at table with 
their husbands or pa, but standing 
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‘behind them, and receiving, like domestic 
animals, the morsels they might offer them. 
There was much corruption in the manners 
of the people, and Neff felt a deeper sym- 
pathy for their condition when he consi- 
dered them as the descendants of a Jong line 
of Protestants whom persecution had origi- 
nally driven to these inhospitable recesses, 
and where they had been frequently hunted 
by the emissaries of the papal church. 

The pastor was very desirous of induc- 
ing the people of Fressiniere to cut pas- 
sages for the water from the streams, to 
prevent the suffering they frequently had to 
endure from drought. He found it as diffi- 
cult to persuade them of the practicability 
of the work as Oberlin did to form his road. 
But, by following his example, Neff was 
equally successful. After much difficulty 
he succeeded in getting them to join him 
in the labour. He headed a party of forty, 
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and after several days of hard work in dig- 
ging channels for the water, elevating the 
ground in other places to form a level, and 
blasting the rocks that stopped their pro- 
gress, he gave them practical evidence of 
the benefits of the plan, and secured his 
influence over them. 

He had, however, to use the same means 
of convincing them that they were ignorant 
of agriculture. 

The valley of Fressiniere, like the Ban 
de la Roche, had need of the potato, to 
supply the deficiencies of its native pro- 
ductions, but it was cultivated so wretch- 
edly, that both the quantity and quality 
were lamentably bad. The pastor would 
fain have put the people in the way of 
obtaining a better quality, and more of 
it. But his proposed means were so 
foolish, according to their notions of hus- 
bandry, that before the aqueduct lesson, 
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‘they thought they might just as well let 
their ground lie fallow as throw it away 
upon his system. Their own mode was 
to set their plants so close to each other, 
that there was no room for growth or ex- 
pansion, and not the slightest chance of 
being able to weed the land, or to keep 
it clean with the crop upon it. In vain, 
therefore, were they advised to set the 
plants at a proper distance: they could 
not believe that they should get as much 
as their seed back again. Neff’s expe- 
dient to teach them wisdom partook of 
his usual decision. He devoted several 
days to traversing the valley in the plant- 
ing season, and went into gardens and 
fields where they were setting potatoes, 
and taking the hoe, or the spade, out of 
the labourer’s hands, he planted two or 
three rows himself. This was permitted 


with great reluctance: a few let them re- 
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main as he left them, others took them up, 
and set them again after their own fashion, 
as soon as his back was turned. But the 
next year the malcontents were too happy 
to learn their pastor’s method; they saw 
the astonishing increase which his rows 
yielded, and the potato is’ now one of the 
most valuable productions of a soil which 
gives but a scanty return at the most. 

Neff was, besides, the schoolmaster of 
the whole valley, and collected the people 
into classes to teach them to read, correct- 
ing their barbarous language and pronun- 
ciation ; making their studies agreeable by 
mingling music lessons with them, which 
improved their tones and gave interest to the 
services of the Sabbath. He induced some 
of the inhabitants of a better instructed vil- 
lage to remove into another, the people of 
which were less educated, but the most de- 
vout Christians. Thus while the former 
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-acted as school teachers, they took back a 
spirit of more fervent piety after their inter- 
course with their exemplary scholars. 

At Dormilleuse Neff had a school-room 
built by the following means :— 

He persuaded each family in Dormil- 
leuse to furnish a man, who should con- 
sent to work under his directions, and hay- 
ing first marked out the spot with line and 
plummet, and levelled the ground, he 
marched at the head of his company to 
the torrent, and selected the stones fit for 
the building. ‘The pastor placed one of 
the heaviest upon his own shoulders; the 
others did the same, and away they went 
with their burdens, toiling up the steep ac- 
clivity, till they reached the site of the 
proposed building. This labour was con- 
tinued until the materials were all ready at 
hand ; the walls then began to rise, and in 


one week from the commencement, the 
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exterior masonry work was completed, and 
the roof was put upon the room. The 
windows, chimney, door, tables and seats, 
were Soon finished. A convenient stove 
added its accommodation to the apartment, 
and Dormilleuse, for the first time probably 
in its history, saw a public school-room 
erected, and the process of instruction con- 
ducted with all possible regularity and com- 
fort. 


Vil. 


Nerr’s account of the establishment and 
his manner of conducting his adult schools 
is so interesting that we give it without 

abridgment. 

‘TJ foresaw with sorrow,” said he, “that 
the gospel, which I had been permitted to 
preach in these mountains, would not only 
not spread, but might even be lost, unless 
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~ something should be done to promote its 
continuance. I bethought me how it 
might be preserved in some degree; and 
after mature deliberation I determined to 
become a training master, and to form a 
winter school, composed of the most intel- 
ligent and well-disposed young men of the 
different villages of my parish, more par- 
ticularly of those, who, notwithstanding 
their lamentable ignorance, had already 
determined to become teachers. Many of 
these aspirants to the scholastic office were 
in the habit of leaving their mountain 
homes in the winter, to open schools in the 
warmer and more sheltered hamlets, and 
of returning in the spring to cultivate their 
own little hermitages. I communicated 
my design to the most sanguine of these, 
and they entered into the spirit of it most 
joyfully. But I foresaw that the execution 
of the plan would entail expenses such as 
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my poor mountaineers. (who expatriate “ 
themselves during the winter season to ob- | 
tain a precarious subsistence) could by no, 
means incur. I therefore wrote to some 
friends at Geneva, who generously promised 
to promote my views, and to send some 
remittances in aid of them. Dormilleuse 
was the spot which I chose for my scene 
of action, on account of its seclusion, and 
because its whole population is Protestant, 
and a local habitation was already provided 
here for the purpose. I reckoned at first 
that I should have about a dozen pupils ; 
but finding that they were-rapidly offering 
themselves, and would probably amount to | 
double that number, at the least, I thought 
it right to engage an assistant, not only 
that I might be at liberty to go and look 
after my other churches and villages, but 
that I might not be exposed to any mo- 
lestation ; for in France nobody can law- 
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fully exercise the office of a schoolmaster 
without a license, and this cannot be 
granted either to a foreigner or pastor. 
For these reasons I applied to Ferdinand 
Martin, who was then pursuing his studies 
at Mens, to qualify himself for the institu- 
tion of M. Olivier, in Paris. It was a 
great sacrifice on his part to interrupt his 
studies, and to lose the opportunity of an 
early admission to the institution ; nor was 
it a small matter to ask him to come and 
take up his residence at the worst season 
of the year, in the midst of the ice and 
frightful rocks of Dormilleuse. But he 
was sensible of the importance of the work, 
and, without any hesitation, he joined our 
party at the beginning of November. The 
short space of time which we had before 
‘us, rendered every moment precious. We 
divided the day into three parts. The 
first was from sunrise to eleven o’clock, 
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when we breakfasted. The second from 
noon to sunset, when we supped. The 
third from supper till ten or eleven o’clock 
at night, making in all fourteen or fifteen 
hours of study in the twenty-four. We 
devoted much of this time to lessons in 
reading, for the wretched manner in 
which they had been taught, their detest- 
able accent and strange tone of voice, ren- 
dered this a most necessary, but tiresome 
duty. The grammar, too, of which not 
one of them had the least idea, occupied 
much of our time. People who have been 
brought up in towns, can have no concep- 
tion of the difficulty which mountaineers and 
rustics, whose ideas are confined to those 
objects only to which they have been fami- 
liarized, find in learning this branch of 
science. ‘There is scarcely any way of 
conveying the meaning of it to them. All 
the usual terms and definitions, and the 
5 
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means which are commonly employed in 
schools, are utterly. unintelligible here. 
But the curious and novel devices which 
must be employed, have this advantage,— 
that they exercise their understanding, and 
help to form their judgment. Dictation 
was one of the methods to which. I had 
recourse: without it they would have made 
no progress in grammar and orthography ; 
but they wrote so miserably, and slowly, 
that this consumed a great portion of valu- 
able time. Observing that they were igno- 
rant of the signification of a great number 
of French words of constant use and recur- 
rence, I made a selection from the vocabu- 
lary, and I set them to write down in little 
copy-books werds which were in most fre- 
quent use ; but the explanations contained 
in the dictionary were not enough, and I 
was obliged to rack my brain for new and 
brief definitions which they could under- 
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stand, and to make them transcribe these. 
Arithmetic was another branch of know- 
ledge which required many a weary hour. 
Geography was considered a matter of re- 
creation after dinner ; and they pored over 
the maps with a feeling of delight and 
amusement which was quite new to them. 
I also busied myself in giving them some 
notions of the sphere, and of the form and 
motion of the earth; of the seasons and 
the climates, and of the heavenly bodies. 
Every thing of this sort was as perfectly 
novel to them as it would have been to the 
islanders of Otaheite; and even the ele- 
mentary books, which are usually put into 
the hands of children, were at first as unin- 
telligible as the most abstruse treatises on 
mathematics. I was consequently forced 
to use the simplest and plainest modes 
of demonstration ; but these amused and 
instructed them at the same time. A ball 
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‘made of the box tree, with a hole through 
it, and moving on an axle, and on which I 
had traced the principal circles; some 
large potatoes hollowed out; a candle, and 
sometimes the heads of my scholars, 
served for the instruments by which I illus- 
trated the movement of the heavenly 
bodies, and of the earth itself. Proceed- 
ing from one step to another, I pointed 
out the situation of different countries 
on the map of the world, and _ took 
pains to give some slight idea, as we 
went on, of the characteristics, religion, 
customs and history of each nation. 
These details fixed topics of moment 
in their recollection. Up to this time 
I had been astonished by the little inte- 
rest they took, Christian-minded as they 
were, in the subject of Christian missions ; 


but, when they began to have some 


FELIX NEFF. 53 


idea of geography, I discovered that their 
former ignorance of this science, and of 
the very existence of many foreign nations 
in distant quarters of the globe, was the 
cause of such indifference. But as soon. 
as they began to learn who the people are 
who require to have the gospel preached 
to them, and in what part of the globe 
they dwell, they felt the same concern for 
the circulation of the gospel that other 
Christians entertain. These new acquire- 
ments, in fact, enlarged their spirit, and 
seemed to triple their very existence. , 

“In the end, I advanced so far as to 
give some lectures in geometry, and this, 
too, produced a happy moral develop- 
ment. 

‘Lessons in music formed part of our 
evening employment, and those being, 
like geography, a sort of amusement, they 
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were regularly succeeded by grave and 
edifying reading, and by such reflections as 
I took care to suggest for their improve- 
ment. / 

<< Most of the young adults of the vil- 
lage were present at such lessons as were 
within the reach of their comprehension, 
and as the children had a separate instruc- 
tor, the young women and girls of Dormil- 
leuse, who were growing up to woman- 
hood, were now the only persons for whom 
a system of instruction was unprovided. 
But these stood in as great need of it as 
the others, and more particularly as most 
of them were now manifesting Christian 
dispositions. I therefore’ proposed that 
they should assemble in the evening in the 
room which the children occupied during 
the day, and I engaged some of my stu- 
dents to give them lessons in reading and 
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writing. We soon had ‘twenty young 
women, from fifteen to twenty-five years 
of age, in attendance, of whom two or 
three only had any notion of writing, and 
not half of them could read a book of any 
difficulty. While Ferdinand Martin was 
practising the rest of my students in music, 
I myself and two of the most advanced, 
by turns, were employed in teaching these 
young women, so that the whole routine 
of instruction went on regularly, and I was 
thus able to exercise the future schoolmas- 
ters in their destined profession, and both 
to observe their method of teaching and 
to improve it. JI thus superintended 
teachers and scholars at the same time.” 

_ We cannot but feel respect for students 
who willingly shut themselves up amidst the 
most comfortless scenes in nature, and sub- 
mitted to the severity of not less than four- 
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teen hours of hard ‘study a day, where the 
only recreation was to go from drier les- 
sons to lectures in geography and music. 
It was a long probation of hardship. 
Their fare was in strict accordance with 
the rest of their situation. It consisted of 
a store of salted meat, and rye bread, which 
had been ‘baked in autumn, and when 
they came to use it, was so hard, that it 
required to be chopped up with hatchets, and 
to be moistened with hot water. Meal and 
flour will not keep in this mountain atmo- 
sphere, but would become mouldy ; they are, 
therefore, obliged to bake it soon after the 
corn is threshed out. Our youthful ancho- 
rites were lodged gratuitously by the people 
of Dormilleuse, who also liberally supplied 
them with wood for fuel, scarce as it was; 
but if the pastor had not laid in a stock of 
provisions, the scanty resources of the vil- 
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lage could not have met the demands of 
so many mouths, in addition to its native 
population. 

The whole expense of this school for 
four months, including stationery, the salary - 
of an assistant teacher, and food for the 3 
sixteen or seventeen students who came 
from a distance, was less than a hundred 
dollars ! 

The separation of this little party is not 
the least interesting part in the history of 
their proceedings. The opening spring 
gave the signal for their return to their 
several communes, and the studies of the 
school-room gave place to manual labour 
in the fields and woods. _ 

On the evening before they took their 
leave, the young men of the village pre- 
pared a supper for their new friends, and 
invited them to the parting banquet. It 
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was a simple and a frugal repast, con- 
sisting of the productions of the chase. 
When one of the party remarked, ‘‘ What 
a delightful sight, to behold so many young 
friends met together; but it is not likely 
we shall ever meet all together again!” 
The pastor took the words up like a text, 
and enlarged upon the consolatory thought, 
that though they might see each other’s 
faces no more in this life, they would most 
assuredly meet again in a joyful state of 
existence in the world to come, if they 
would persevere in their Christian course. 
He then gave them a parting benediction, 
and, after a long and mournful silence, 
which each seemed unwilling to interrupt, 
either by uttering the dreaded good-bye, 
or moving from his seat, the valedictory 
words and embraces passed from one to 
another, ‘and they separated. The next 
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morning at an early hour, they were seen 
winding down the mountain path to their 
several homes ; they of Dormilleuse gazed 
after them till their figures were lost in the 
distance, and the village on the rock ap- 
peared more dreary and desolate than ever. 

Neff speaks modestly in his journal of 
the results in this school, bnt several of the 
pupils became at once his assistants in con- 
ducting the Sunday-schools, and were use- 
ful in various stations. 

<¢ But the most surprising person is Alex- 
ander Valon, of St. Laurent, who, pre- 
viously to last autumn, made a boast of 
being the wildest and most profligate man 
in all that country. He had even suffered 
imprisonment for eight months for nearly 
killing aman. He is now at the head of 
the Lord’s work in Champsaur, and sup- 
plies the place of Ferdinand Martin. His 
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former companions scarcely recognize him 
as the same person. He passed the winter 
with us, and though he is now thirty-three 
years of age, the progress he made was 
very extraordinary. He reads remarkably 
well, and will make a good schoolmaster. 
He has already several places offered to 


him.”’ % 


Vl. 


Tue exertions of the winter in teaching 
and supporting the school at Dormilleuse 
caused the failure of his health. An acci- 
dent, by which he sprained his knee, con- 
tributed still further to enfeeble him. We 
find him, however, in the spring of 1827, 
actively employed in means for the perma- 
nent supply of teachers for his ignorant pa- 
trish. In a letter he writes: 
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‘¢ Thanks to the generosity of my friends, 
our little school is now floored and glazed ; 
the benches and seats are all finished; 
and while all the other schools in this coun- 
try are held in damp and dark stables, 
where the scholars are stifled with smoke, 
and interrupted by the babble of people and 
the noise of the cattle, and are obliged to 
be constantly quarrelling with the kids and 
fowls in defence of their copy-books, or 
shifting their position to avoid the drop- 
pings from the roof, we have here a com- 
fortable and well-warmed apartment. I am 
again conducting a school for the education 
of those whose business it will be to edu- 
cate others ; it now consists of about twenty 
young men from the different villages. 
We are buried in snow more than four feet 
deep. At this moment a terrible hurricane 
is raging, which dashes the snow about in 
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clouds. We can scarcely put our feet out 
of the house, and I know not when my let- 
ter will reach you. During the late abun- 
dant falls of snow, and the violence of the 
wind, our communication with the other 
valleys has been both difficult and dan- 
gerous. The avalanches threaten us on 
all sides. They have been falling thick, 
especially about Dormilleuse.” 

The state of his health made it necessary 
that he should remove to his native climate. 
His departure for Switzerland was attended 
with many painful scenes on both sides. 

When Neff proceeded through Chancelas, 
and Palons, and Fressiniere, and Violins, 
and Minsas, and Dormilleuse, on his way 
to Mens, the struggle between his emotions, 
excited by a farewell visit to the cottages 
of his friends, and his sense of the necessity 
of keeping up their spirits and his own, 
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was a terrible conflict for his weakened: 
frame. ‘‘ However, I was not sorry,” said 
he in one of his letters, ‘‘to have seen 
once more my friends of the mountains. I 
observed with joy, that, amidst the sadness 
caused by my departure, those who were 
truly established in religious principles, 
bore it with the greatest fortitude, and joined 
their voices to mine, ih assuring the more 
dejected that Jesus Christ, the chief Shep- 
herd, never leaves us, and that, with him, 
we can want nothing: that the ministers 
of the gospel are like so many John the 
Baptists, whose mission should be consi- 
dered as done when they have pointed out 
the Lamb of God ; and that they, and all de- 
pendence on them, ought to diminish, in 
proportionsas Jesus increases in the heart. 
Several of those who felt the greatest affec- 
tion for me, exclaimed, ‘ Had you always 
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‘remained with those among whom you 
first laboured, we might have continued in 
darkness until now; it is fair that some 
others should now have the benefit of your 
ministry. May the Lord accompany you, 
and bless your labours, everywhere, for his 
name’s sake.’ ”” 

Some temporary amendment, on his arri- 
val at Geneva, induced him to exert him- 
self beyond his strength, and his disease 
—indigestion—became confirmed. As a 
final resort, he went to the mineral springs 
at Plombieres, where he preached for 
several Sabbaths to the gay visiters, “‘none 
of whom,” as he observed, ‘‘ seemed to 
think of eternity.” Here his illness in- 
creased so much that he was unable to be 
“removed ; yet his mind retained its seren- 
ity, and his heart its faith. 


“‘T cannot,” he says, “ sufficiently thank 
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God for his goodness to me! What com- 
posure, what peace, he permits me to en- 
joy! Until lately it appeared to me im- 
possible to: support the idea of being cut 
off from the number of Christ’s labourers, 
and of being condemned to absolute inac- 
tion; but the Lord no sooner saw fit to 
call upon me to make this sacrifice, than 
he made me sensible that what is impossi- 
ble with man is possible with him. Sus- 
tained by his grace, I can say Amen to his 
decrees.” While he was confined to his . 
bed he received several visits from one of 
the curates of Plombieres, and from some 
young Roman ecclesiastics. ‘Had they 
come for controversy,” said Neff, “‘Ishould 
not have been able to receive them, weak 
as I was; but they carefully avoided every 
thing that could fatigue me, and even list- 
ened willingly to the few words I addressed 
Gt 
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to them. ‘They were surprised to hear a 
Protestant speak of the conversion of the 
heart and of spiritual life, inthe same terms 
as some of their most eminent divines. I 
have often observed that, with such persons, 
it is much better, if possible, to build up 
and plant, than to tear away and destroy. 
Most of their prejudices proceed from their 
ignorance of all that concerns true Protest- 
antism, and they are half disarmed when 
we speak to them, without any argument, 
of that which constitutes the life, the 
strength, and the peace of the soul.” 

He became able to return to Geneva, 
where his sufferings continued to increase. 

“Tt was most heart-rending,” said a 
spectator, ‘‘to behold him, thus pale and 
emaciated, his large eyes beaming with an 
expression of fortitude and pain; covered 
from head to foot with four or five woollen 
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garments, which he was obliged to change 
frequently ; submitting in silence, and with 
the greatest calmness, to the application of 
the moxas, (an Indian or Chinese moss, 
used in the cure of some disorders, by 
burning it of the part affected,) which was 
constantly repeated ; suffering the pangs 
of hunger ; counting the hours, and at last 
venturing to take something, then waiting 
with anxiety till the food, such as it was, 
should digest, and thus passing all his days 
and nights during a long succession of re- 
lapses, and of physical prostration, which 
we sometimes looked upon as a relief.” 
His thoughts were perpetually reverting 
to the Alps, and when he could no longer 
write himself, he used the assistance of his 
mother in addressing to them his counsel. 
Extracts from two of these letters follow. 
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IX. 
From a Letter, dated October 6th, 1828. 


‘In the state of complete msulation in 
which I am kept by my long sickness, a 
portion of my time is employed in imagi- 
nary excursions into Dauphine. My mind 
wanders, as in a dream, over the high Alps 
and the Tneve. My heart accompanies it 
in its progress, and finds itself (not without 
emotion) in all those places where it has 
experienced so many delightful sensations ; 
especially where it has beat for the conver- 
sion of poor sinners, and where I have 
been in the society of precious souls, eager 
for the word of salvation. Again, I pass 
through the valleys, and over the moun- 
tains, and along the shepherds’ paths which 
I have so often trodden alone, or with my 
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friends. I find myself again in the cottages, 
in the stables, in the orchards, where I 
have conversed of heavenly things with all 
those who are dear to me in Jesus Christ. 
I see them all separately or together, I hear 
them and speak to them. In such mo- 
ments as these, the feelings, which then 
animated me, naturally resume their influ- 
ence, and asI did then, I lift up my soul to 
the Father of every perfect gift, in prayer 
for his dear children. In this retrospect 
also, the remembrance of my. brethren who 
are no more, presents itself to my mind, 
and I sigh deeply, but soon I bless God for 
them, and I rejoice to see them in the 
sheepfold, sheltered from all evil, and 
guarded against any wandering. Doubt- 
less I cannot thus recall times and places 
without feeling many very humiliating re- 
collections, nor without thinking that if 
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now I am, as it were, set aside, and cut 
off from the service of Christ, I have well 
deserved to be so. The reflections are 
salutary ones, and I should be wrong to 
banish them. But that which throws the 
deepest shade over the picture, is the num- 
ber of those who have perished in the wil- 
derness, who, after having come out of 
Egypt, have returned thither in their hearts, 
not having had courage to press forward to 
possess the good land! How many un- 
happy souls do I remember among you, 
who have been shaken by the preaching 
of the word, who have trembled at the foot 
of Sinai, who-have exclaimed in anguish, 
‘ What shall I do. to be saved?’ who have 
for atime renounced the world, borne its 
hatred, and suffered affliction with the peo- 
ple of God: who have then become tired 
of the way, have no longer dreaded the 
1 
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wrath to come, have forgotten alike the 
threats and the promises, and have fallen 
asleep, after having watched, long enough, 
alas! to be without excuse, and to prepare 
for themselves eternal sorrow, and the most 
terrible condemnation! Oh! how the re- 
membrance of them grieves me! How 
deeply I lament the loss of those dear chil- 
dren, of whom my heart has been long in 
travail, and who have not attained to the 
new birth; who have appeared bright as 
flowers, but like barren flowers have pro- 
duced no fruit! But what shall I say of 
those who have yielded some fruit, who 
have begun a new life, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, who have borne witness to 
the truth, who have even brought many to 
the light of it, and who have returned, like 
the sow to her wallowing in the mire, who 
have forgotten the purification of their past 
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‘sins; who have forsaken the right way like 
Balaam, and have done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace, wherewith they have been 
sanctified? Take heed, dear friends, to 
that expression of the Saviour: ‘ Abide in 
me, as the branch abides to the vine.’ He 
does not only say there, as he did else- 
where, ‘Come unto.me,’ but, ‘ Abide in 
me! And how? As the branch, which 
never separates itself from the vine: with- 
out which and apart from which, it has no 
life.” 
From a second Letter, dated March, 1829. 

‘‘ Five months have passed away since 
you received the address of which this letter 
is the sequel, and during that time I have 
had much experience. I am considerably 
weaker than I was then, and I shall not be 
able to arrange methodically what remains 
for me to say to you. Indeed, I shall have 
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power to say very little; but I am most 
anxious to address you. I feel constrained 

to confirm to-day all that I have before | 
spoken, and all that I preached to you and 
told you when I was with you; for I have - 
now proved those truths which I then 
taught you. Yes, now, more than ever, I 
feel the importance, absolute importance, 
of being a Christian indeed; of living in 
habitual communion with the Saviour; of 
abiding in him. It is in the time of trial 
that we can speak of these things as we 
ought. A Christian without affliction is 
only a soldier on parade: but I experience 
it now, and I will openly bear witness of it, 
while God still gives me strength so to do. 
It is strictly true, that through much tribu- 
lation, we must enter the kingdom of hea- 
‘ ven, and we must personally feel what is 
said of the Prince of our Salvation, ‘ that 
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it became him to be made. perfect through- 
affliction.” Though he were the Son of 
God, yet “learned; he obedience by the 
things which. he -suffered.?. How much 
more need have we ourselves of this in- 
struction! Yes, I can now say, ‘It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted ;’ this trial 
was needful for me. I felt beforehand 
that it was requisite, and I do not. fear to 
tell you, that I prayed,to the Lord for it. 
My situation:is indeed painful; I,,who de- 
lighted so much in an, active, stirring, life, 
have long been reduced to’ the most com- 
plete inertion, scarcely able to eat, drink, 
sleep, or to listen to reading, or to receive the 
visits of my brethren, and feeling it a great 
effort to dictate these: few. lines. I am 
weighed down by the pains of sickness, 
and often I am deprived, by agonies} or by 
the wiles of Satan and my own heart, of 
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the sense of God’s presence, and of the 
consolations which it would afford me. I 
can, however, without hesitation declare, 
that I would not exchange this state of 
trial for that in which some of my years 
have been passed, even inthe midst: of my 
ministerial labours; for though my life has 
been spent in the service of Christ, and 
may have appeared exemplary to the eyes 
of men, I find in it so much unfaithful- 
ness, So many sins, so many things which, 
in my sight, and above all in the sight of 
the Lord, have polluted my work; I have 
passed so much time in» forgetfulness of 
God, that had I still thirty years to live, I 
should prefer a hundred times over passmg 
them on this bed of languor and anguish, 
to recovering my health and strength, and 
not to lead a life more truly Christian, more 
holy, more entirely devoted to God, than I 
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have done hitherto. Ah! my dear friends! 
how much time we lose, of how many 
blessings and graces we deprive ourselves, 
when we live far from God, in levity and 
thoughtlessness, in seeking after perishable 
things, in the gratification of the flesh and 
of self-love. Now I feel that it is so, and 
you will feel it also in the day of trial. 
Redeem then the time: I cannot repeat 
it too often; live unto God, by faith, 
by prayer, and by serious coriversation. 
But can I recommend duties to you 
without noticing those which you are 
bound to fulfil towards that multitude who 
live in darkness, out of which the Lord 
has brought you by his grace? Should 
the church of Christ be contented, like the 
garrison of a besieged town, to defend her- 
self and preserve her own territory? Ought 
she not, on the contrary, to make continual 
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sallies, and to advance, like a victorious 
army, over the enemy’s land? So soon as 
a tree ceases to grow, it begins to wither 
away; so soon as a church ‘ceases to ad- 
vance, it becomes. torpid, and begins to de- 
cline. Ah! if you feel the infinite worth 
of your heavenly calling ; if you know that 
love of Christ which passeth all understand- 
ing, and the riches of the’ glory ‘of ‘his in- 
heritance inthe saints, and what is the ex- 
ceeding greatness of his power towards us 
who-believe ; if you:have tasted how good 
the’ Lord ‘is, and how ‘precious is the lot 
which is’fallen ‘to ‘us:;. if at the same time 
you know the value of immortal ‘souls, and 
how ‘dreadful:is the fate of those who know 
not Jesus, can you ever forget the worth of 
that glorious title, child of God, which you 
bear? Can you ever be any thing but 
Chfistians,. if you have felt what: infinite 
7* 
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happiness itis to be a Christian? You will 
be such, in all things and inall places ;_ you 
will wish the world to become such; each 
.. one of you will become, in some wise, a 
“witness of God’s grace, a missionary, a 
preacher, a minister of Christ. Your heart 
will burn with zeal for the salvation of 
souls, and from it would ascend, without 
ceasing, as from a burning altar, sighs and 
prayers in their behalf. Labour then in the 
kingdom of God; be courageous in the holy 
warfare ; give norestto yourselves. Cease 
not to importune the Lord, till he re-estab- 
lish Jerusalem, and till he make it to flourish 
" again upon earth, 

“‘ As to myself, I have every reason to 
believe that my task is finished. I wait, 
until, by means of trials and afflictions, the 
Lord shall accomplish within me that work 

jot patience which must be perfected; and 
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may he then take me, how and when he 
pleases, to his eternal rest. Having then 

no hope of seeing you again in this world, . 
and not thinking that I shall be able eS 
write more, I must take leave of you, 
recommending you from this time forward ; 
to God and the word of his grace. 

« Oh, my dear friends, how many things 
still remain for me to say to. you! how 
many things would I still call to your 
attention! but the Lord will supply them. 

‘‘Sometimes peruse again and again 
these last exhortations which I have given 
you, and beseech the Lord to enable you 
to put them in practice. Above all, read 
the Bible: go constantly to that tree of 

~.]ife, which bears fruit in all seasons: you 
will always find there some fruit ripe for 
you, some word which will do good to your 
souls. If you have opportunities for any 
other reading, let it be chosen agreeably to 
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the will of God: I should wish, for in- 
stance, that each of you should possess the 
Pilgrim’s Progress and the Life of Bunyan, 
that conscientious and experienced Chris- 
tian. Try to read also the Life of the 
Missionary Brainerd. I hope that they 
will soon publish those excellent Letters 
of the Minister Charles Rieu, who died 
in Denmark. Another work, which I ex- 
pect will soon appear, and which I can- 
not too strongly recommend beforehand, is 
the Ancient and Modem History of the 
Bohemian and Moravian Brethren. There 
you will see what a Christian ought to be, 
and what a true church of Jesus Christ 
may be. This work will be too expensive 
for each one of you to purchase it for him- 
self; but some of you can contribute 
jointly to have it in common. Lastly, I 
shall recommend to you, as a book of 


prayer and edification, as well as a collec- 
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tion of hymns, the compilation published 
at Geneva, under the title of Psalms, 
Hymns, Spiritual Songs, &c. 

“‘T wish, my very dear friends, my dear 
brothers and sisters, that I could designate 
each of you by name; but, thank God, 
there would be too much to do, and I de- 
sire that each of you may read these letters, « 
as if they were addressed to himself in 
particular; for you know my affection for 
you all, and how ardently I wish to meet 
you all again in that kingdom, where * God 
will wipe away all tears from our eyes, 
where there will be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying.’ 

“Be of good courage, then, my dear 
friends! We shall soon meet again, and it 
will be for ever, for-ever! Think upon 
this, and grieve not at our short separation. 
Once more adieu, my dear brothers and sis- 
ters in Jesus Christ! May the Lord bless 
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and keep you! May he give you that 
peace and joy which the world cannot take 
away ! 

‘*Your very affectionate brother, 


“ Wevix Nerr.’’ 


The following is one of the answers sent 
by his’ parishioners. It was signed by the 
heads of families in Dormilleuse and neigh- 
bourhood. 

“Tt is we, it is we, who are the cause , 
of your long illness. Had we been more 
ready to listen to you, you would not have 
had occasion to fatigue yourself in the 
deep snow, nor to exhaust your lungs and 
all the powers of your body. Oh, how 
much pain has it cost you to teach us! 
Like our good Saviour, you forgot yourself 
for our sakes. Dear pastor, sensible of 
the affection you have always manifested 
towards us, we desire, with all our hearts, 
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to be useful to you. We can say, with 
truth, that if our lives could be of service 
to you, we would give them, and then we 
should not be doing more for you than you 
have done for us. May the Lord bless 
you, and grant you patience in this long 
trial! May he shower upon you a thou- 
sand benedictions from on high, and recom- 
pense you for all the pains you have taken 
for us! Your reward is in heaven: an 
immortal crown awaits you. We will 
conclude by entreating your prayers on our 
behalf; unworthy as we are, we do not 
forget you in ours. Every family, without 
exception, from the heights of Romas to 
the foot of the Influs, salutes you, and you 
will see the names of some of them in 
this letter. We are your unworthy, but 
entirely devoted brothers,” 
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X. 


Tue last scenes of his life are thus de- 
scribed by one who witnessed them :— 

‘< We had the satisfaction of being much 
with him towards ‘the. close of his painful 
career, and we never heard a murmur 
escape from his lips. . He was grateful for 
the affection shown towards-him, and re- 
turned it abundantly. Often, after . our 
poor services, he threw his arms round our 
necks, embraced :us, : thanked us, and ex- 
horted us with all-his soul to; devote our- 
selves to’ God. ‘Believe my experience,’ 
said he; ‘He ‘only is your sure trust, He 
only is truly:to be. loved. If you. should 
one day be employed: in the preaching of 
the gospel, take heed not to work to be seen 
ofmen. Oh, with how many things of this 
kind do I have to reproach myself! My 
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life, which appears to some to have been 
well employed, has not been a quarter so 
much so as it might have! How much 
precious time have I lost!’ He accused 
himself of unfaithfulness in the employment 
of his time, and of having been vain- 
glorious ; he, whose labours were scarcely 
known to a few friends! who had refused 
to marry, that his heart might be entirely 
devoted to his Master, and whose ardent 
charity for his fellow-creatures had brought 
him, at the age of thirty-one, to his bed of 
death! Knowing his love for sacred mu- 
sic, we frequently assembled in a room near 
his own, and sung, in an under tone, verses 
of his favourite hymns, particularly a para- 
phrase on the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah, 
which he had himself composed. This 
singing filled his soul with a thousand feel- 
ings and recollections, and affected him so 
much, that we were obliged to discontinue 
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it, though he did not see us and he heard 
us but faintly. 

“¢ About a fortnight before his death, he 
looked on a mirror, and discovering un- 
equivocal signs of dissolution in his coun- 
tenance, he gave utterance to his joy: 
‘Oh, yes! soon, soon I shall be going to 
my God!’ From that time he took no 
more care of himself: his door was opened 
to all, and the last hours of the missionary 
became a powerful mission. His chamber | 

-was never empty ; he had a word for every _ 
one, until he was exhausted by it. In the : 
full enjoyment of all his mental faculties, 
every thing was present to his memory ;_ the 
most trivial circumstances ; even conversa- 
tions which he had held many years pre- 

* viously, and he made use of them with ex- 

traordinary energy in his exhortations. On 
his mother’s account only did he show the 
least inquietude : old, feeble, and devoted | 


| 
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to him, she could not restrain her tears. 
Before her, he assumed a firmness which 
amounted even to reproach; then, when 
she left him, no longer able to refrain from 
weeping himself, his eyes followed her with 
tenderness, and he would exclaim, oy, 
poor mother I? 

“¢ He made presents to his friends, and 
set apart some religious books for many per- 
sons to whom he still hoped to be useful ; 
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“¢ We shall me. an indelible ee 
of the last letter that he wrote; it was a 
few days before his death. He was sup- 
ported by two ‘persons, and, hardly able to 
see, he traced at intervals, and in large 
irregular characters which filled a page, the 
lines which follow, addressed to some of 
his beloved friends in the Alps. What 
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must have been the feelings of th 
received them, with the persuasion ne ee 
who had traced them ‘was no more! 

cc « Apia dear ay gee" se ae 












his wife; I: id his + wife Sa ae 
Deslois, Emilie Bo ne ye. &e.; Alexan- % 
drine and her mother ; all, all the brethren : 
-and : sisters of Mens, ad die 


cend to our Bethen in’ entire peace! Vi ee 
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